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“to the Jew first” 
Romans 1:16  

 
Big Idea -  The good news about Jesus Christ is for both Jews and 
Gentiles.  
 
Romans 1:13  I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, that I planned many 
times to visit you, but I was prevented until now. I want to work among you and 
see spiritual fruit, just as I have seen among other Gentiles.  
14  For I have a great sense of obligation to people in both the civilized world and 
the rest of the world, to the educated and uneducated alike.  
15  So I am eager to come to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good News.  
16  For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God 
at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile.  
 
Jesus  
 
His Last words on the earth 
 
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth."  
 
Peter 
 
Acts 2:5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every 
nation under heaven.  
 
Acts 3:25  You are the children of those prophets, and you are included in the 
covenant God promised to your ancestors. For God said to Abraham, ‘Through 
your descendants all the families on earth will be blessed.’  
26  When God raised up his servant, Jesus, he sent him first to you people of 
Israel, to bless you by turning each of you back from your sinful ways.” 
 
Acts 4:1  While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were 
confronted by the priests, the captain of the Temple guard, and some of the 
Sadducees.  
2  These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John were teaching the 
people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead.  
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3  They arrested them and, since it was already evening, put them in jail until 
morning.  
4  But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the number of 
believers now totaled about 5,000 men, not counting women and children.  
 
Acts 5:28  “Didn’t we tell you never again to teach in this man’s name?” he 
demanded. “Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about him, 
and you want to make us responsible for his death!”  
29  But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any 
human authority.  
30  The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed him by 
hanging him on a cross.  
31  Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and 
Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be 
forgiven.  
 
Paul (turn to Acts 9 for the backstory) 
 
Acts 9:13  “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the 
terrible things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem!  
14  And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon 
your name.”  
15  But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message 
to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel.  
16  And I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 
 
 
Today 
 
Romans 10:18  But I ask, have the people of Israel actually heard the message? 
Yes, they have: “The message has gone throughout the earth, and the words to 
all the world.”  
19  But I ask, did the people of Israel really understand? Yes, they did, for even 
in the time of Moses, God said, “I will rouse your jealousy through people who 
are not even a nation. I will provoke your anger through the foolish Gentiles.”  
 
Romans 11:1  I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  
 
2  No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very 
beginning.  
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11 Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! They 
were disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. But he 
wanted his own people to become jealous and claim it for themselves.   
 
 12  The Jews’ mistake brought rich blessings for the world, and the Jews’ loss 
brought rich blessings for the non-Jewish people. So surely the world will receive 
much richer blessings when enough Jews become the kind of people God wants.  
13  For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify my ministry,  
14  I hope I can make my own people jealous and, in that way, help some of 
them to be saved.  
 
15  When God turned away from the Jews, he became friends with other people 
in the world. So when God accepts the Jews, surely that will bring them life after 
death.  
 
Romans 11:24  It is not natural for a wild branch to be part of a good tree. And 
you who are not Jews are like a branch cut from a wild olive tree and joined to a 
good olive tree. But since those Jews are like a branch that grew from the good 
tree, surely they can be joined to their own tree again.  
25  I want you to understand this secret, dear brothers and sisters, so that you 
will not feel proud about yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard 
hearts, but this will last only until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ.  
 
 


